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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the nnaximum statutory period will appty and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 ) ^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on Nov 13, 2003 

2a) K This action is FINAL. 2b) □ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under fx parfe Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-32 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) 
5)D Claim(s) 



6)K Claim(s) 1-32 

?)□ Claim(s) 

8)n Claims 



is/are pending in the application, 
is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

^Q)U The drawing(s) filed on is/are a) □ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: ajO approved bjD disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)D Some* c)^ None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
ajD The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 

Attachmentls) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper Nois). 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(sl (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s). 6) □ Other: 



U. S. Patent and Traderrork Office 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . The following i%;^iiiiMion of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) whict^^^^e^asis for all 

^^1- ... ..... .^^ . 

4r%y 



obviousness rejectipniset forth in thi^^ffice action: 

(a) A pafentaiay not be obtained thougbtb^im^^tioE identically disclosed circfesfcribed as set forth 
^ sectiogl|)2 of this title, if the differenefe|b^ed^,5d^^ect matter sought to be pa:^i6sd and the prior 
art are^sffih that the subject matter as a whSlel^vouSfcive been obvious at the time the%iv^tion was made 
to a pei|Gn having ordinary skill in the art to^ch sdd subject matter pertains. PatentaliSlif^ shall not be 

neeativefl hv the. manner in wViirVi thf^ in\/f»TiriWnHirQoirna/^» \;; ' 



4 r;5^r^ti 



This^application currently narnes:jc)ini?i^ In considering patentabiliQiWf the 



claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), ithe ej(4raini?presiun^^ matter of the various 



claims was%ommonly owned a| thelime:any^iiv0^ therein were mad'flbsent any 



evidence to t%e8iitrary. Applifcant'iCadvised 



of the obligatior! under 37 CFR!M6 to point out 
the inventor and invi^tion dates M^ch claim ttfat was not^drnmonly owiid afthe time a later 
invention was made irv'^rder Jar the examiner^t^consider the applicabilly^of 35 U.S.C. 103© 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), 0) 9r/Cg)^rior:art?under/35^U:S'.C. 103(a). 
2. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lemmons 
(US Patent No. 6,481,01 IBl) in view of Herz et al. (US Patent No. 6,020,883). 

Regarding claim 1, Lemmons discloses a user interface for a recommender system, the 
user interface comprising a display screen having: 
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a first region for displaying a rating derived from a previously defined preference 
profile contained in the recommender system (see col. 6, lines 3-56); and a second region 
displaying preference settings in the iir^fill whichlver^ derive the ratine (see col. 7 lines 

23-53); however, Lemnionslails to explicitly teach wherein thJiTprefeence settings can be 
changed if the rating derived by the profile is incorrect, f 

Herz t^Sbfcs wherein the preferaiG|^^^ changed if the ralmjgfierived by the 

profile is irgmrpct (see col 13, lines 53-67)?ft woutff have been obvious to one of an ordinary 

skill in the art at the time the mvention wa^inadeibpovide the preference settings can 

N r^^^ 

be change^jif the rating derived by thQ.pixiyfile4^ nicpr^^ as ta|ght by Herz to the inferactive 

program guide user's interests in onlerlil^jlp guide system which a user may set 



up a profiledM^ed on various i)riEferem:e^a^^ interests? 

Regarding claim 2, Lemmons11is6loses wherein ;the.pfo:file is an explicit-based 

■,:H, . \ III X.. 

preference profile,|s^e col. 7, lmbs.53-67). W. ' 

Regardmg claini 3, L|mmons discl6ses:jvhgrein the profile is aii|m^ 
preference profile (see col. 8;iin^s 6^5(1 )fj^:^^ | 

Regardmg claim 4, Lemmons discloses comprising a third region for displaying a rating 
derived fi:-om a previously defined second profile contained in the recommender system (see col. 
9, lines 1-65). 
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Regarding claims 5 and 6, Lemmons discloses wherein the profile is an explicit-based 
preference profile and the second profile is an implicit-based preference profile (see col. 10, lines 



9-67). 



Regarding clainijtr^Herz 'discloses wherein the preference §e|tiflgs displayed in the 
lourth region can b,e, changed if the rating^derived by theiprofile is incori^e!;t<(tee col. 15, lines 10- 



65). 



.... 



Regarding claims 8 and 9, LemmonMsclas^s wherein the second regior£fuaher enables 



features to be added to the profile? and-wherB^^ a television 



show recqmniender and the pre 



erence^grofi^ a television show viewing ^^^eference 



profile (see col. 1 1, lines 1 1-67] 



ClmrrPfQ differ form claimCLff^ derived from thejMviously 



defined prefHfpicfe profile; displaying$referer|cejsettm^irah^ profile which were used to derive 

I III I 



lea 



the rating; and enabling the user^o^hange at lyk one of the^preference set|nglif the rating 



derived by the profile^s%cqrrect" which Sroadly^fead on Herz (see-coRs, lines 45-65 and col 
17, lines 19, lines 43-64). ""^ / M #% w' 

As claims 1 1-32 are analyzed as previously discussed with respect to claims 1-10 above. 



Response to Arguments 
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3. Applicant's arguments filed on November, 1 1 2003 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 



On page 9 of the Remark;^p|>lfe&t argue! tlmfHerz^and Lemmons do not teach or 
suggest "displaying a rating ipjfifst region". However, the limiMliiig^as claimed broadly read 
on "the program guidetoiay provide theluser with the op^ibih of selecting afrating CG, PG, TV-Y 
etc.), a range ff ratings (e.g., the R ratin^^^jMnggfbr more mature audieMbs), or a 



parental coriffdl advisory (e.g., this program%pntains strong language, etc.) andllsign 



particular color at step 62 (H§r^)f»^t-st^J|)j^«pr0gFam=guidert^ the user with the 

option ofcsfelecting a particular %pe ofGh£p|tel|^suihiaS^ay-peitview channel, and a color as a 



display criterion. Assignment df a cSli^itti JsejA^i^ offchannel may occur at step 62 of 
l^lCj. 3. Thus-tfte user maybe alert^q:eertaiii|(pes;o|^^(gr^^ e.g., pay-pp^^view 
programming, without requiring tEe-usirlo individuallfeelect or even know the mames of all of 

#^ % ^ im \ 



the pay-per-view chkhnels that afe. available." Lemmons^col. 7, lines 1^3?^ 

hi response to%pj)licant's argument oiSp^g^f 10 that there is n^su^gestion to combine the 
references, the examiner recdgnizes/that^obvipusness caif 6nl'y*be established by combining or 

"^'"^ ^ Ik^ ^ ^ 

modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some 
teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the 
knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 
USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 19880; In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 
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In this case, Lemmons teaches first and second region display rating used in combination 
of the Herz's preference settings can be changed if the rating derived by the profile is incorrect. 
One skill in that art would have h|en|p||Vil»s to^proxvSe wherein the preference settings can be 
changed if the rating deri^v^d|>phe profile is incorrect as taugfelj^HaKyo the interactive 
program guide useiijsmterests in ordettoajrovide a prog^ guide systenrvv^ich a user may set 



up a profiled haied on various preferenceratfiibutes indicative of a user's intCTeIti 



On 1 1 of the Remark; Applicari|kgu#^that Herz and Lemmons do^LOtfteach or 
suggest "a user changing a preference settingprofi^^^ limitations as claimed 



'-I ^1 .if 



broadly read-on "hi a rave review, thejc^^rnerirgjS^ his/hbr disagreement withihe rating of 

if/hegc 



a characteristic in a video progrkm an^l^lf^^ rating for each characteristic in 



the program^^lhis provides a niecHlitisS^ 



^ rexne 



content profiles. Jtajpneral, the 



present inven&may use the ratings^Sf^pert Ar test^pSps as the reference %ase^ Generally 
the calculation of,the -agreement scalar ac is bdseld on the valuSs of cp and/p? "Since the values of 



cp and spare used m calbulatirig ac for all customers, any inaccuracy^iiflliliT values will affect the 
final results for all customers: (By contrast^ aiUnai^uraGy m{tlfe value of a customer's cv and sv 
only affects the results for that customer.) By definition, customers collectively make ratings 
relatively closer to reality than any experts or test groups. In other words, the customer's 
rating is reality. For instance, if all the customers on the average tend to overestimate a particular 
characteristic (for one or all programs), then the experts' or test groups' objective ratings for that 
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characteristic (for one or all programs) should be raised to agree with the customers' 
perceptions." see Herz col. 15, lines 45-65. 



On page 12 of the Remark;si Ap,piic&it atgulslfhat Herz and Lemmons do not teach or 



suggest "a second preferei|cf piftfe and a third region for displaSiii|;a*rating from the second". 
However, the hmitatphs as claimed l^fPadly read on "The third approax;lwn|Wiich profiles may 
be modified i|shQ>vn in FIG. 10. ProfilBsJxiispiaylof FM. 10 allows the user ld view all selected 
display critdrft fbr a given profile. Option 12| alleys the user to select or chanjevprpgrams as 
display criteria. When a particular progranris i^le^ the associated color 126 is 

displayed ^th it. Option 128 Jlows jthe useptip sei|^ for various programs. Option 130 
allows the user to add program titles 1|ji&^|yfilfe| allows the user to set colors for 

the additiohaljrograms. For sqmejro^am c^ display criteria have been 

selected. (E.g!, no ratings have bSn^selected.j iptioS^I^Iall(|ws the user to s|lect a rating as a 
display criteria, and:|iption 136 perroits the us|r|o select a color for that ratingf'The options 



shown in profiles displaf 122 are illustrativB only;'^ see Lemmons col.^l'iines 36-65 

On page 13 of the Remark; AppUGant;argues that^Heifclnd Lemmons do not teach or 

tiaras 

suggest "explicit-based preference profile and implicit-based preference profile". However, the 
limitations as claimed broadly read on When multiple profiles are used at the same time, the 
program guide may provide the user the option of selecting a display format at step 166, and 
subsequently displaying the list of programming at step 168. According to one display format, 
the program guide may display the criteria for a single profile only Alternatively, the program 
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guide may display colors for each active profile in a given field within the program cell. As yet 
another alternative, the colors for each profile may be displayed in a unique field or background. 
These techniques for foUov^ing multMe^piofilel toibSIactiveiat the same time are illustrative 



only. Any other smtabletecMque may be used if desired. For%^%>i;e,4vhen multiple listings 

^^^^ k ^ 



are active, the usepi may select at step >i|i6.that colors for^lf active profifeCwiiil be displayed in a 
particular field J^portion, of the cell. TKj^^en^glram satisfies the crit^| c)f both 
Profiles Nc^^d No. 2 (FIG. 14), the pro^n^i^may display Profile No. l^|^tions on the 
left of each cell, and Profile I^?=2-seleeticS^nS5i5^ hi the by-time Ustings 

display l^Cbof FIG. 17, the programs "Sdifeicl,MS(Siinutes''Jand the category drama satisfy 
the display criteria in Profile No. 1 Jie ||ogFai^ ckegory comedy satisfy the display 

criteria in Profile No. 2. The "^emMH^'eepMconlairis^ one in eachMd, 

indicating that ^program "Seiiifeld'^atisfies Ihe criteffia-iii both Profiles No.*l and No. 2. 



Thus left field 17'^;6drresponds fe^ofile No. l^selections and nght field Ifi&clrresponds to 
Profile No. 2. To fixfther distinguish the selBGti!)ns^f two profiles, <^^Mors may be displayed 
for each profile on a different pattem|jSUGhras;:aj,s^lid oristnpld'backgroimd. Alternatively, the 
colors for each profile may be displayed with a unique icon. These display formats are merely 
illustrative examples of suitable visual indicators for easily distinguishing between the display 
criteria of two or more profiles. These approaches may be used in any suitable combination or 
any other suitable approach may be used to distinguish the results satisfying different profiles." 
see col. 10, lines 9-67. 
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Conclusion 



4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. (PTO-892). 



Of 



5. THIS ACPK)N IS MADE l%yL Applic^t4#minded of ^extension of time 



policy as set foPin 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
A shorten^statutory period for reply to thi#finalaction is set to expire THRE&MONTHS 

from the mailing date of this ;aetionT -In the-eve^^ within TWO MONTHS of 

the mailing date of this final aclon and4he^isbM5LlSon is nbt mailed until afte^le end of the 



THREE-MONTH shortened sta^utoi^j^q|^^|ti^^^ statutory period will expire on 



the date thfcadyisory action is mailMrandLanySxiiriiiFf^^ to 37 CFR 1^116(a) will be 
calculated fromtlie mailing date otthCadvisory actioii'Nln.rio dvent, however, wilfthe statutory 



period for reply expire, later than^SDC MONTHS 



from the mailing date ofti^s fihal action 



r ■ 



Response 



6. Responses to this action should be mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 . If applicant desires to fax a response, (703) 308-6306 may be used for 
formal communications. 
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Please label "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT" for informal facsimile communications. For after final 



responses, please label "AFTER FINAL" or "EXPEDITED PROCEDURE" on the document. 




January 20, 2004 



